
Fast
Facts

on
the Status of Women

Fact - You’re more 
likely to live in poverty 

if you’re a woman.

abuse
Every 6 days, a woman in 

Canada is killed by her intimate 
partner.

Women often remain in abusive 
relationships to avoid poverty 

and homelessness.

In one day in 2013, Alberta 
shelters supported 926 women 

and 1,102 children.
 

kids
Studies show that if mothers 
had access to universal child 
care, poverty rates for women 

and their children would  
decrease. 

In 2010, 87,281 Albertan  
preschool children with mothers 

in the workforce did not have 
access to licensed childcare. 

This is up from 69,368 in 2004.

Leadership
In our federal government, 
women represent 25% of 
Members of the House of 

Commons, and 36% of the 
Senate of Canada.

In Alberta, women make up 
26.5% of the  

Members of the Legislative 
Assembly.

In Calgary, 2 out of 14 city 
councillors are women.

Any woman, any age,  
any question.

 39 - 4th Street NE
Calgary, AB T2E 3R6 

 phone (403) 264-1155

www.womenscentrecalgary.org

Aboriginal 
Women

Aboriginal women are 2.5 
times more likely to experience 

spousal violence than non-
Aboriginal women. 

About 3/4 of Aboriginal girls 
under age 18 have been sexually 

abused.

Since 1980, over a thousand 
Aboriginal women and girls have 

been murdered.



work
Women make up 2/3 of low-

wage workers in Alberta.

Alberta has the largest pay gap 
in Canada. Women earned 68% 

of what men earned for  
full-time, full-year jobs.

There are now twice as many 
working women in Canada as 

there were 30 years ago.

Money
In Canada: 9% of people are 

living in poverty. 

21% of single parent mothers 
live in poverty.

36% of Aboriginal (First Nations, 
Métis, Inuit) women live in 

poverty.

35% of visible minority women 
live in poverty.

26% of women with disabilities 
live in poverty.

Family
Women still do most of the 
caregiving for children and 
aging family members. This 

means that more women work 
part-time, which has a life-long 

effect on their income.

Single mothers are one of the 
poorest groups in Canada. On 

average, their incomes are 
$7,500 below the poverty line.

Prison
80% of incarcerated women in 

Canada are in prison for poverty-
related reasons, 39% of which 

are for failure to pay a fine. 

Approximately 70% of 
incarcerated women are single 

mothers.

74% of provincially incarcerated 
women did not have enough 

money to meet their basic needs 
at the time of arrest.

A safe place for women to

 • Get Assistance

 • Connect With Others

 • Work For Change

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Sources compiled in 2015
 Alberta Council of Women’s Shelters, 

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, 
Canadian Women’s Foundation, City of Calgary, 
Equal Voice, Public Interest Alberta, Parkland 

Institute, Statistics Canada

The statistics provided are 
averages. Women who are 

additionally marginalized by their 
age, race, ethnicity, and ability 

and immigration status face more 
barriers.

The statistics presented are just 
numbers, but they have a very 

real effect on women’s lives. We 
must continue to advocate for 
policies that recognize women, 

children and society. 

What will you do to change the 
numbers?


